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HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL CONFERENCE
APRIL 20, 21 i 22, 1979 - TAOS - NEW MEXICO
"History, 'says one, , is philosophy
teaching by example. Before
philosophy can be taught, the
philosophy has to be in readings; the
experience must be gathered and inteligibly recorded. "

FRIDAY,
APRIL 20

-a quote from Carlysle found in the
1834 Ledger Book of Manuel
Alvarez, Santa Fe merchant,
1824-1856.
The Historical Society of New
Mexico is completing plans for its
annual conference scheduled for
April 20, 21, 22, 1979. The Kachina
Lodge, Taos, will be the headquarters hotel. The annual banquet
will be at the Sage Brush Inn.
Special receptions and festivities
will be at the Gaspard House
Museum, Mabel Dodge Lujan
House and at the Don Antonio
Severino Martinez Hacienda.
The seminar sessions begin Friday
afternoon and c6ntinue all day
Saturday; a tour of Taos is scheduled for Sunday morning with lunch at
the Martinez Hacienda.

Registration
3:00 PM
Session I
3:30 - 5:15 PM
A. Museum of New Mexico Outreach
Presiding, George Ewing, Director of the Museum of N.M.
Gary Roybal, San lldefonso Pueblo Museum
Elizabeth A. Dear, Museum of New Mexico
Orlando Sanchez, Old Cienega Museum
B. Photo Archives and Collections
Presiding, Arthur Olivas , Museum of New Mexico
Byron R. Johnson, Museum of Albuquerque
Richard Rudi sill, Museum of New Mexico
Thomas L. Burch, Raton Museum
C. Historic Preservation - Why? A Challenge
for the Architecture and History Student;
Resources, Sources, Methods, and Directions.
John P . Conron, FAIA
Marlis Thurber, National Park Service
John O. Baxter, N.M . State Records Center and Archi ves
UNM Architectural Students
Reception (pre-registrants only)
6:00 - 9:00 PM
The Gaspard House Museum; Paco
Blackman , Tao s County Historical Society
and Kit Carson Memorial Foundation, hosts .
The Mabel Dodge Luhan House;
New Mexican food buffet, entertainment by the
Abe Trujillo Taos Indian Dance Group
8:00 - 10:00 PM

SATURDAY ,
APRIL 21

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
A CONFERENCE TOPIC
In addition to the many and
varied papers concerning the history
of New Mexico, two sessions will be
devoted to historic preservation.
Directed towards the students of
history and architecture, the
seminars will discuss the resources,
sources, methods, and directions in
the field of historic preservation and
building rehabilitation. Beginning
at the Kachina Lodge on Friday
afternoon, the seminar will continue
on Saturday morning with visits to
historic structures in Taos and
Ranchos de Taos.
FIRST ANUAL POSTER
IS AVAILABLE
A handsome, limited edition
poster is being issued by the
Historical Society of New Mexico to
commemorate the Taos meeting.
The 17 1/2" x 24" poster is the first
in a contemplated series of posters
to be published prior to the annual
conference.
The Board of Directors of the
Historical Society has chosen a
previously unpublished photograph
by George Ben Wittick for its first
poster. The photograph, executed in

Registration
8:00 AM - continuing
Session II
9:00-1O:15AM
A. Aspects of Northern New Mexico
Chair, Robert W . Lar son, Univer sity of Northern Colorado
Robert W. Frazer, California State Uni versit y Lon g Beach,
"The Battle of Cieneguillas."
Spencer Wilson , New Mexico Institute of Mining and
Technology, "Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad A Challenge to Historic Pre servation."
Steve Zimmer, Philmont Scout Ranch. "The Cimarron
Ranches and Polo in the 1930s."
B. Historic Preservation Continued . In-the -Field; Visual
and Tactile Experiences with a Diversity of Buildin g Types.
9:00 - 12:00 Noon
[Picnic lunch and return to Lodge for student 's choice of
afternoon history conferences]
Session /II
10:30 - II :45 AM
A. Trails and Settlements
Chair, Myra Ellen Jenkins, New Mexico State
Records Center and Archives
Marc Simmons, Historical Societ y of New Mexico,
" Carros y Carretas, Vehicular Traffic
of the Camino Real. "
Andrew Wallace, Northern Arizona Uni versit y,
"The New Mexican Frontier: Who Were the First
Explorers and Settlers of the Four Corners Region;
Where Was the Frontier of New Mexico When
Anglo-Americans Entered the Region?"
David F. Weber, Southern Methodist University,
"The Camino Real and American Competition:
A Lost Opportunity for Mexco ."
B. Biography of New Mexico Figures
Chair, George Moses, Northern Arizona University
T. Karl H. Wuersching, Sacramento Mountains
Historical Society, "W . A. 'Bill y' Gage."
John Grassham , Historical Society of New Mexico,
"The Charles Beaubien Family in New Mexico. "
William Gibbs, New Mexico Military Institute,
"Maurice J. Fulton: Historian Educator."
Lunch, Kachina Lodge,
12:15 - I :30 PM
Gue st Speaker W. Eugene Hollon,
Professor Emeritus, University of Toledo
Session IV
2:00 - 3:30 PM
A . Social History
Chair, Adrian Bustamante, Northern New Mexico
Community College
Charles C. Colley, Arizona State University,
"Moorish & Arabian Influences in New Mexico."
Mike Casillas, University of New Mexico ,
"WFM-PLM-IWW; Three Alternatives to Unionization."
Robert Archibald , Western Heritage Center (Montana),
"Acculturation and Assimilation in Colonial New Mexico;
Marriage and Economics on Social Status."
B. New Mexico Indian History
Chair, Margaret Connell Szasz, Albuquerque
James Riding In, University of New Mexico,
"Contracting the Albuquerque Indian School."
Michael J. Warner, Pacific Science Center (Washington),
"Methodist Mission School s to the Navajo, 1890-1912."
Daniel Tyler, Colorado State University,
"Mexican Indian Policy."
Business Meetings
4iOO - 5:00 PM
Social Hour, The Sage Brush Inn ,
entertainment, Cleofas Vigil Alabados
of Hispanic New Mexico.
6:00 - 7:00 PM
Banquet, The Sage Brush Inn,
entertainment following;
7:00 - 9:00 PM
Cultural Properties Review Committee Annual Awards,
Inauguration of the New President and Officers.

SUNDAY,
APRIL 22

Tour of Taos; Visits to the Taos Morada and
Don Antonio Severino Martinez Hacienda 9:00AM - 12:00 Noon
Historic Preservation Continued. Wrap-Up;
11:45 AM
A Summary Session at the Martinez House.
Lunch at the Martinez Hacienda;
Kentucky Fried Chicken
12:00 - 1:00 PM
Box lunches will be served upon request.
Tour of Taos area Indian rock drawings.
1:00 - 4:00 PM

June, 1880, depicts an unloaded salt
train on Sandoval Street, Santa Fe.
Wittick was born in Pennsylvania
in 1845. He came West, to Santa Fe,
in 1878 or 1879, to photograph the
area for the Atchison, Topeka, and
Santa Fe Railroad. In 1881 he
moved his studio to Albuquerque,
and worked there and in western
New Mexico and Arizona where he
recorded the Indians and railroad
construction along the route of the
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad.
In 1884 Wittick moved his studio
to Gallup, where he continued to
work until 1900, though intermittently operating a studio also at
Fort Wingate. While residing in the
Gallup area Wittick made repeated
trips to the Hopi Snake Dances at
various Hopi villages. He made a
trip across Arizona and into Mexico
during the late 1880's, and a major
visit to Zuni Pueblo in 1897. He participated in the Stevenson Expedition which discovered Mummy Cave
and named the Canon del Muerto
branch of Canon de Chelly.
Wittick died at Fort Wingate in
1903, as the result of a rattlesnake
bite he suffered when capturing a
snake to take as a gift to the Snake
Dance at Hopi.
The photograph that has been
reproduced as the poster is one-half
of a stereo view (sometimes called a
stereogram or stereograph), a double
photograph paired in such a manner
that, when viewed with a
stereoscope, it appears as a threedimensional or solid image.
Stereoscopes were first produced
commercially in 1850. and remained
popular into the 1930's.
The poster is available from the
Society; the cost is $5.00 plus $1.00
handling and postage.
Historical Society of New Mexico
P.O. Box 5819
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502

Narrow Gouge Railroad
Association Disbands
Assets Donated to Historical
Society of New Mexico
The Narrow Gauge Railroad
Association recently disbanded
after a decade of supporting the fortunes of the Cumbres and Toltec
Scenic Railroad. The board of directors of the NGRRA voted to turn
over all assets to the Historical
Society of New Mexico. The
NG RRA was very active in the early
days of the C&TSRR, formerly the
Chama to Antonito segment of the
Denver & Rio Grande Western
Railway. The legislatures of
Colorado and New Mexico were convinced by many oranizations, such
as The NG RRA to buy the abandoned railroad in 1970 in order to
preserve one of the last steam
railroads in the country and to provide a tourist attraction. The
NGRRA was influential in these
developments.
Subsequently the membership of
the NGRRA dwindled to the point
where the board of directors decided
to terminate the organization. In the
process, members of the Historical
Society convinced the NGRRA
board to donate their records and
(Continued on page 4, col: 3)
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The Old ODd the New: The Chaves County
Historical Society
Martha Durant Mead
Looking around me today, I suddenly realized that I have been placed on a panel of archivists and
librarians who work with collections
with which most of you are already
familiar. Most of you have worked
with the collections at the Museum
of New Mexico Library, and at the
State Records Center and Archives.
And we all know of the extensive
collections at New Mexico State
University. But let's face it: most of
you have never even heard of the
Chaves County Historical Museum,
and a few of you are probably not
even sure of where Chaves County
is. So there must be a reason for me
being the one unknown entity on
this panel. And if there isn't, I 'm going to invent one right now.
I have toyed with a sort of pattern
of development, a statement of
philosophy concerning the birth of
historical societies in general, and of
the Chaves County Historical Society in particular, which I am going
to throw out to you. Also, I intend to
trace the short history of our society, and in so doing, perhaps remind some of you of the hardships
you experienced, if you were in on
the ground floor of a new enterprise.
Since we are all historians of one
sort or another, I'll begin with the
history of the society. Early in the
twentieth century, the "Old
Settler's Society " was founded in
Roswell. This was the first recognition of the passing of the area from a
frontier status to that of a more settled community. Perhaps I need to
explain myself here. While a community is still in its frontier state,
its main focus is on the future. (The
area has no recorded past, to speak
of). Often this future is an immediate one; hardships on the frontier cause concern over mere survival. As the community becomes
more settled, two new attitudes may
result. First, the community gains a
longer-range view of its future. More
than just day-to-day survival,
boosterism becomes apparent. The
needs of the area have expanded to
the point that it is now necessary to
attract new settlers. Hand-in-hand
with this comes the second new attitude. As part of the populace looks
forward, a large segment begins to
look behind. I don't mean to imply
that the two groups are mutually exclusive; the old timers often would
.not refuse the benefits of the newlystyled town life, and are sometimes
boosters themselves. Yet a certain
wistfulness appears; a longing for
the good old days when the locality
was effectively owned by just a few
families. And the wistfulness is accentuated by the fact that an actual
return to the good old days is no
longer a danger.
So you have two groups of
citizens, the "we" group and the
"they " group, and they are'
deliniated by how long one's family
has lived in the area. And, although
the rivalry is a friendly one, each
group obviously feels that they are
the "better" one, either by virtue of
long standing in the community, or
a certain cosmopolitan pride
brought in from the outside. The
tension created by the two groups is
probably no where more apparent
than in the Chaves County area.
(For those of you who don't know,
Roswell is the county seat.) To fit
Chaves County into the pattern that
I proposed earlier takes little
imagination.
While the rest of New Mexico
claims a historical heritage which
reaches back 400 years, Roswell, in
1973, celebrated its centennial.
Naturally, the difference here is

marked by a difference in lifestyles
and, more notably, in attitudes.
Southeastern New Mexico is still a
youthful area. Its historical identity
has suffered as a result. The
newcomers and old timers alike
seem far more concerned with "progress" than with preservation.
(Witness the razing of a historic
building which is going on as we are
sitting here today.) But even so,
there is a certain segment of the
Roswell populace, and there has
been, on and off, for about 60 years,
which is interested in the past. This
group, however, is a blending of old
names and new. As some of you may
know, Roswell has become, in the
past eight years, a successful retirement community. These retirees
often get involved in our historical
society, along with the old timers
who are more familiar with local
history. The result is a sort of blend
of local histories from many areas of
the country.
The newcomers get involved for
many different reasons. Many
probably looked forward to retirement as a time when they could
volunteer their time for worthwhile
services. Others may wish to learn
about the area which has adopted
them. Also, some may wish to
sophisticate their new homes, injecting some of their old environment
into their new. And, much as we
may not approve of this, it is part of
the frontier process.
At any rate, many old timers in
the Chaves County area, the Pecos
Valley, have long been historically
minded. In the early years of this
century, the "Old Settlers ' Society"
was begun. This"is the'first recogni- - .
tion by Roswellites that the community was growing up and could
now claim a history, and could
safely long for the good old days,
without too much danger of actually
returning to them. The Old Settlers
was a small group, and membership
was confined to men. The Old Settlers continued for several years,
and it does not appear that they
were ever officially connected with
the later Chaves County Historical
Society. But they were notable as
the first historical society in Chaves
County.
In 1930, the Chaves County Archaeological and Historical Society
was established. Its organization
was inspired and assisted by the
founder of the School of American
Archaeology (later the School of
American Research), Edgar Lee
Hewett. The first president of the
society was James Hinkle, former
governor of New Mexico, and citizen
of Roswell.
In its early days, the Chaves
County Archaeological and
Historical Society had high hopes
fora museum. In 1937, Clyde
Tingley was governor of the state.
Tingley, a Democrat, was a friend of
Franklin Roosevelt, a real go-getter,
and noted for getting WPA-funded
projects into New Mexico. In
Roswell, one WPA project was to
build and help to administer a
museum for the local historical
society.
Now, Roswell's history is like that
of the rest of New Mexico, in that it
is closely tied to its art. With people
like the Hurd family playing roles in
both areas, Roswell has had a hard
time separating its art and history.
And it shouldn't have had to do so,
if it hadn't been for the museum.
In the new museum, history and
archaeology groups, and those with
more of an art bent, developed into
factions. At one point, the archaeologists got fed up with the

whole affair and split off, leaving the
Chaves County Archaeological and
Historical Society to become the
Chaves County Historical Society.
Eventually, by the mid-1950s, even
the historians gave up, and the
museum became what it is today,
the Roswell Museum and Art
Center.
After the schism, the historical
society collections went into
storage, and the society itself went
into a slump. Maurice Gardner
Fulton, who was president at the
time, died, and the attendence at
meetings got very bad; eight at one
in 1955. During the 1960s, the society underwent several reorganizations, hoping to increase interest.
The society became, atone point, an
affiliate member of the Historical
Society of New Mexico, but participation was still slow in coming,
and did not rise -appreciably until
1973, when Roswell celebrated its
centenniaL
Shifting gears here, I would like
now to focus on the present-day
museum and its history. The
building in which the museum is
housed was once the home of J. P.
White. White was a leading rancher
and developer in the area, and after
the death of his widow in 1973, the
newly revitalized historical society
approached the White heirs and
asked that the house be given for
use as a museum. The proposal was
accepted on the provision that
$75,000 be raised for renovation and
preservation. After a campaign,
$122,000 was raised, and the
museum was on the move.
With help from the Museum of
New Mexico and Roswell service
organizations, and from the newlyenlarged membership of the
historical society, the museum hurredly assembled exhibits from artifacts and photographs which had
been in storage for several years.
And, on 3 July, 1976, the museum
opened its doors.

County Historical Society, and
wrote our state poem, which many
of you probably didn't know existed.
At any rate, we also ' hold many
other collections, but these have not
been catalogued, due to a lack of
adequate funds and help. Which
brings me to a discussion of some of
our problems.
Of course, number one is the same
problem we all face, that of money.
Weare currently carrying on a maj or on-going membership campaign,
which we hope will stimulate interest as well as funds. We have
recently been nominated to the National Register of Historic Places,
which should help with many of our
problems. 1 And, we are close to the
publication date on our county
history, Roundup on the Pecos,
which will be a large volume, very
reasonably priced, and the most
comprehensive work to date." This
will be another source of funding.
Another problem, also common to
other organizations, is a lack of
volunteers, or rather, of volunteers
who really want to get involved.
Although they number more than
100, many have no desire to form a
volunteer organization, which would
serve to manage assignments and
such, and take this burden off of our
office. This is an ongoing problem,
as it saps the energy of the office,
which could be better spent.
Our third maj or problem is also
pretty common, that is, storage. At
present, our storage space consists
of a not-too-terribly secure garage
and basement. Although Roswell
has not had a flood in twenty years,
and is not likely to, a basement is
still not a very wise place to store
any valuables. And, likewise, work
space for exhibitions and accessioning is severely limited. We do have
long-range plans for the construction of a storage and work facility on
the property.
In addition, the house is old, built
in 1910 through 1912, and thus has

The J. P. White House

The museum has many accomplishments to its credit over its less
than two years of operation. There
are eight rooms of interpretive exhibits, which introduce the visitor to
the history of the Pecos Valley and
examine it, period by period. One
room is now designated for traveling
exhibits, and is now carrying a
series from the Museum of New
Mexico. In addition, there are three
period rooms, and a carriage house,
which houses agricultural and
ranching exhibits. And, on the third
floor is the society's library and archives, the Pecos Valley Collection.
The collection consists of papers,
photographs and manuscripts of
over 50 individuals, businesses and
groups in Chaves County history.
Examples are St. Mary's Hospital,
the City of Roswell, Wilbur Coe,
Elizabeth Garrett (Pat Garrett's
daughter and the author of our state
song), and my favorite, Annie Laurie
Snorf. Now, Miss Snorf was one of
the original members of the Chaves

old wmng, plumbing, etc. A year
ago, it was necessary to install a new
heating system; a few months ago,
we had plumbing problems.
Lighting is inadequate, and so on.
This is something that we .hope the
National Register will help us with.
Our biggest problem is a result of
our newness. Roswell has long been
familiar with the Roswell Museum
and Art Center. However, it is less
aware of our museum. So public relations is a constant project; keeping
our name in the public eye. The most
tragic example of community ignorance about our existance is when
a prominent citizen dies, and the
heirs truck everything off to the
dump. So we have been relegated to
the status of hearse chasers. We
would like not to be forced to do
this, to be less ghoulish, but we do
feel that we will have to be forceful
in all public relations for quite some
time.
Of course, we are not all problems.
We have made many accomplish-

ments as well. In the last few
months, we have opened a small gift
shop in the museum. We have, as I
said earlier, instituted a traveling
exhibit program with the Museum
of New Mexico's Education Division. And we have obtained a minigrant from the City of Roswell. Plus,
beginning last month, we are now
open every afternoon, from 1:00 to
4:00, except Mondays. So we have
doubled our visiting hours.
Roswell's Chamber of Development
and Commerce has a slogan: "Rolling with Roswell." Well, we're rolling too, and pretty proud of it.
M.D.H.

The J. P. White House was placed
on the National Register of Historic
Placed on July 24, 1978.
2 Roundup on the Pecos is available
at the museum gift shop for $12.95.
1

The Old and the New: The Chaves County
Historical Society is another of the many
papers presented at the Historical Society
of New Mexico Annual Meeting held in
Las Cruces in April; 1978. They are
published here with the permission of the
authors.
J.P. C.
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BOOIS
Herbert Eugene Bolton, The Historian and the Man, 1870-1953, by
John Francis Bannon. University of
Arizona Press, Tucson, $15.00.
Paper, $8.50. (Reviewed by Fern
Lyon.)
John Francis Bannon's extraordinarily good biography of Herbert
Eugene Bolton is the ultimate
tribute a student can give his professor. (Bannon got his PhD. under
Bolton at the University of California at Berkeley in 1939.) Bolton was,
of course, one of the first to agitate
for scholarly recognition of the important role of the Spanish in the
history of America. His Coronado,
Knight of the Pueblos and Plains is
perhaps the best known of his works
about New Mexico. If your children
learn of the Conquistadores along
with the Pilgrim Fathers, Bolton
probably deserves credit for the improvement in their history texts.
This solid and scholarly biography
is spiced with just the right personal
details, anecdotes and observations
to make it pleasantly readable.
Bolton emerges as delightfully
human - a brilliant intellect who was
at the same time a tough academic
infighter (he gleefully quoted his
friend Charles Lummis who pointed
out that "scholarship can be hell on
manners.") and a procrastinator
who drove his publishers up the wall
with his constant revisions.
The chronology of his life reads
like a Horatio Alger success story.
The list of his graduate students
reads like a Who's Who of historians .
of Hispanic America. The list of his
published works is downright aweinspiring.
All of us who are interested in the
history of the southwest quadrant of
the United States and who have
spent time attempting to discover
how it got to be this way, owe a debt
of gratitude to Herbert Eugene
Bolton. We owe another to John
Francis Bannon for telling us exactly what we want to know about
Bolton and his work in such a
masterful fashion.
F.L.

Mary Catherine McCulloch
Executive Secretary, OSFA
The Old Santa Fe Association announced their 1977-78 Design
Award Contest winners February
2nd 1979 at a dinner held in Marian
Hall, Santa Fe. This was the first
annual Design-Award Contest
organized by the Association to
recognize building projects which
enhance the architectural heritage of
the City of Santa Fe. Applicants
were judged by a panel of three persons: Dr. Bainbridge Bunting, Professor, University of New Mexico;
Mr. George Pearl, architect, member
of the New Mexico Cultural Properties Review Committee; and Mr.
Michael Weber, Associate Director,
History Division, Museum of New
Mexico and member of The Old Santa Fe Association Board of Trustees.
A First Award for researched
restoration was presented to
Catherine B. McElvain for the commercial adaptation of her building
on 222 Shelby Street. The restoration effort included moving an entire
wall of the building to incorporate a
driveway demanded by current zoning regulations. Care was taken in
total reproduction of cornices found

on the building, exact replication of
millwork and wood faceted blocks
found over the capitals in the rear of
the building. The judges found the
proj ect "an altogether commendable
job of restoration."
A Second Award for restoration
was given to the Historic Santa Fe
Foundation for the accurate restoration of the Pinckney R. Tully house.
The Foundation chose a target date
of 1890 for the restoration, a decision that did create some controversy. Deciding on this date dictated that the exterior of the
building be finished with a dull-red
stucco and bricklines painted on in
white. Shutters were hung with the
same hardware as would have
originally held them. The Tully
house, located at 136 Grant Avenue,
looks now as it looked in 1890, and is
a welcome and refreshing addition
to the City's townscape, the judges
felt.
An award was presented to
Nemsek, Inc. for the commercial
rennovation of a group of buildings
at the corner of Paseo de Peralta and
the Alameda. The judges felt the

222 Shelby Street

The Pinckney R. Tullg House

The OUver La Farge Library - Tito Griego Swimming Pool

owners made a mature choice in
presenting a straightforward rennovation of the property; preserving
all the inherent values of the site and
buildings. The rennovation, they
felt, recognized a phase of Santa Fe
building that, although recent, is
one of the most appealing aspects of
Santa Fe architecture and lent a
stabilizing note to this area of the
Alameda.
The Oliver La Farge Library and
Tito Griego Swimming Pool designed by Mimbres and Associates, Architects, was chosen as an award
recipient in the catagory of public
buildings/recreational usage. The
building does not convey a sense of
Santa Fe, but the judges felt this
was not a necessary criteria considering the structure's location and
the surrounding neighborhood. The
building did demonstrate a sort of
regional flavor by using smaller
courtyards to break up the mass of
the project. The judges also felt the
siting of the building was unobtrusive and found it an altogether
competant job of meeting its
purposes.
An award was given to Mr. Alex
Dority, for his traditionally designed duplex located at 117 Camino
Escondido. This building, winning
in the catagory of Multiple Dwelling
Units, is located within the Historic
District, and, the judges felt,
demonstrated the best of traditional
Santa Fe building. The scale, soft
contours of the adobe material
without overexpression, and the
manner in which it fit amongst the
existing buildings were all
mentioned as positive features of
this proj ect
The Old Santa Fe Association
made two Special A wards defined
as, "a person or group of people
whose work has in some extraordinary way benefited the fabric of
Santa Fe's environment." The
Historic Neighborhood Association
won a first award for their successful downzoning of 130 acres
within the Historic Zone. The judges
applauded the active work of the
citizen's living within the
neighborhood and found the outcome of their extensive effort a deeply encouraging occurrence. A
Second Award was presented to the
City of Santa Fe - Planning Department for their study entitled,
"Design and Preservation in Santa
Fe - A Pluralistic Approach." The
judging panel found it a necessary,
honest and good work but felt it a
great pity that this study was no
longer available to the public and
urged republication.'
The Old Santa Fe Association was
encouraged with the enthusiasm exhibited by the community for the
Design-Award Contest, and feels
this recognition of good design a
positive step towards maintaining
Santa Fe's character and visual
integrity.
1 [EDITORS NOTE: The "Architectural
Glossary" section of the study has been reprinted in the September-October, 1978, issue
of New Mexico Architecture magazine. The
article details all of the many styles of architecture that can be found throughout the
city of Santa Fe. This special issue of NMA
can be purchased at Villagra Book Shop and
the Centerline, Inc. in Santa Fe, or at the
Museum Shop, Albuquerque Museum. The
cost is $2.50, plus postage.]

-----~.....-.--------

CAVEAT EMPTOR!
An inaccurate and misspelled
"Chronology & Documentary Handbook of the State of New Mexico" is
now on the market. (Edited by
Robert 1. Vexler and Wm. F.
Swindler. Oceana Publications.
$7.50) The publisher writes "This
series was designed specifically as
an indtroduction (sic) to reference
materials for secondary school and
community college students .... "
Evidently they've assembled one of
(Continued, CoL 4)

OLD SANTA FE ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS 1ST ANNUAL AWARDS

&

CAVEAT EMPTORI (continued)

these abominations for each state in
the union.
Random quotations: (p. 14) " ...
Chaves, with its seat at Carlsbud
was named for Mariano Chaves. Eddy has its seat at New Rockford.
. . . " (p. 22) "1960 ... The Arkansas
and South Platte River's flooded,
killing two people." (p. 28)
"ELKINS, Stephen Benton... U.S.
Senator New Mexicoi 1895-1911."
Grrrr! !
F.L.
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NEW MEXICO'S
PREMIER HISTORIAN
by Marc Simmons
In 1925 a young scholar fresh out
of Harvard, with a graduate degree
in history, arrived in Albuquerque
to "take the cure." That was an expression once common among
eastern folk afflicted with tuberculosis who came to the Southwest
hoping that clear air and sunshine would do what doctors then
could not. France V. Scholes was the
scholar and for him at least, "tak
ing the cure" proved the proper
tonic. The New Mexico air worked
its healing magic.
Fance Scholes died a few weeks
ago, at the age of 83. In the interval,
he had become the State's foremost
historian of the colonial period
and the "Grand Old Man" of New
Mexican studies
Soon after reaching Albuquerque,
back in those golden days before the
Stock Market Crash and the Great
Depression, Scholes took a job as instructor in the University of New
Mexico's history department. Aside
from a brief stint as a researcher at
the
Carnegie
Institu tion
Washington D.C., he was to remain
at the University until retirement
in 1961.
At Harvard, the young Scholes
had studied under Frederick
Jackson Turner, who was then a
leading authority on the American
West. I t was perhaps that experience that helped him gain, shortly after his arrival in New Mexico, a
quick appreciation for the history of
the Southwestern frontier . In
casting about for an unworked area
of research that would fit his interests, he wrote to Professor
Herbert E. Bolton, Spanish colonial
historian at the University of
California, asking for advice.
Bolton replied promptly by letter.
Many of the maj or episodes in New
Mexico's past - the Coronado expedition, the Onate colonization,
and the Pueblo Revolt, for example,
- had already been studied intensively, he noted. But a serious gap
remained for the years 1610 to 1680.
Of those decades, next to nothing
was known because in the latter year
the Pueblo Indians had revolted,
driven out the Spaniards, and had
burned the archives in Santa Fe.
Although New Mexico 's own
documents for that period had been
lost, Bolton knew from his research
trips that copies of those original
papers had been made before the
revolt and were still preserved in the
archives of Mexico and Spain. There
they had lain buried for centuries,
tied roughly in huge bundles,
waiting for some interested scholar
to come and pry out their secrets.
Why not go during summer vacations to Mexico City and Seville,
Bolton suggested, and uncover the
missing chapter in New Mexico 's
history. And that is precisely what
France Scholes did, over a period of
many, many years. As a result of his
dedicated digging, he wrote a series
of detailed books and articles on
17th century New Mexico. Singlehandedly, he filled in the gaping
hole that Bolton had first pointed
out to him.
In later years, Scholes' research
interest shifted toward Mexico's
Indian and colonial past. Through
his publications, his name came to
be ranked among the leading experts on Mayan people. Also over a
long period, he gathered copies of
thousands of documents on the
career of the conquistador Fernado
Cortez. His plan was to write a

multi-volume work on the life of that
famous 16century soldier, but illhealth in his last years prevented
him from finishing the proj ect.
When I entered the University of
New Mexico in 1958 as a graduate
student, one of the first courses I
took was Scholes's famous class entitled, "The Spanish Southwest." It
was one of those rare blendings of an
intriguing subject taught by the
right professor. It was practically
impossible to sit through a semester
with Scholes and not come away
with a large share of his enthusiasm
for those Spaniards - explorers, colonists, and missionaries - who had
fought, worked, and prayed their
way into New Mexico 's early
history.
Once, Professor Scholes spent an
entire class describing in the
smallest detail, the family
background and early life of Juan de
Onate. We students were left
somewhat breathless because for the
first time we were able to see New
Mexico's founder as a flesh-andblood three-dimensional figure, a
man who already had a fascination
and colorful life before he undertook
his pioneering work on the Rio
Grande. Behind that single lecture,
delivered in the space of an hour, lay
years of the most exacting research.
An to us it was given in one easy,
panoramic sweep.
In manner, France Scholes
resembled to some degree the crusty, stern Professor Kingsfield on the
current TV series, "the Paper
Chase. " He had the same unyielding
integrity, the same devotion to
scholarship and teaching, and the
same vast intellectual gifL~. But
where Kingsfield keeps his students
at arm 's length and in a state of
repressed terror, Scholes drew them
in with warmth and gave them the
feeling of being fellow colleagues in
the great and wonderful game called
history.
Once a student had fallen under
Scholes 's spell, he was apt to remain
a disciple for life. Dr. Dave Warren,
a native of Santa Clara Pueblo and
presently director of Santa Fe's Institute of American Indian Art, was
a member of that loyal following.
Encouraged by Scholes, he plunged
into a study of Aztec language and
culture in central Mexico. At the recent memorial service for his mentor, Dr. Warren declared. "to have
been a 'Scholes man' is considered a
badge of honor, one to be worn with
pride. "
That pride grew from the high
standards of excellence which the

Professor always demanded from
those who worked under him. Shortcuts and shoddiness were not to be
tolerated. In a day when ease and
convenience, image and hype exert a
corrosive influence upon human conduct, France Scholes held the line.
He was a classical scholar who
hewed to the old values and convincingly won others, by sound argument, to his own point of view.
Scholes gave so much of himself to
his students, especially in his last
years, that his own research suffered. A man less generous with his
time might have completed the
monumental study of Cortez or
other projects on colonial Mexico
and New Mexico that were in his
mind. State Historian Dr. Myra
Ellen Jenkins remarked recently
that France Scholes, unlike many
scholars of large reputation and
wide knowledge, kept his door open
to all who knocked and readily
shared his enormous fund of information. From that habit of his,
many people benefited and the field
of history was immeasurably
enriched.
During his last declining months,
Professor Scholes pulled together a
number of fugitive Spanish
documents dealing with the history
of the El Paso missions in the 1660s
and 1670s. Translated and edited,
these documents were intended for
another book. It is hoped that the
Historical Society of New Mexico
will yet be able to bring out this final
work.
France Scholes's greatest legacy
perhaps lies with the many students
he so ably trained. They are now
sP166,d iicrO:js che tre&dth of the
county, teaching and continuing
their own research in some of our
major universities. As " Scholes
men" they carryon in the tradition
of excellence which he unflinchingly
maintained. And they remember
him, not as Professor Scholes or Dr.
Scholes, but by the phrase his
students used when speaking of him
among therselves. One and all they
referred to him as "Papa Scholes."
EB
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NCRAA

ne Clipping Service . . .
Friends of Raton Anthropologyaffiliated with the New Mexico
Historical Society - arranged to contact 37 owners of Colfax properties
on the New Mexico Register of
Cultural Properties I How is your
Society doing on this campaign?
Honors - Tularosa
Basin
Historical Society in Alamogordo
presented Mrs. Gertrude Painter a
lifetime membership because of her
efforts to found and maintain the
historical museum.
Sacramento Mountains Historical
Society is selling commemorative
medallions as a money raising
project.
The Silver City Museum, an affiliate of the Historical Society of
N. M., has compiled packets dealing
with the historic architecture in
Silver City. Silver City Historic
District is now on the National
Register of Historic Places. $1.50
donation to Museum. '
Chaves County Historical Society
had a meeting in December on "Interesting Stories about Little
Known Roswellites." Interesting
subject?
Roosevelt County honored several
members with certificates for
meritorious service in preserving the
history of Roosevelt County. Certificates were also presented to past
presidents of the society.
The Corrales Historical Society
held an auction in October selling
antiques, paintings, pots and
miscellaneous articles donated by
merchants plus meals at locai
restaurants, to raise money for their
restoration project - San Ysidro
Church.
The Tucumcari Historical Society
made a field trip to the Bell Ranch in
November.
Lincoln County Historical Society
sponsors a community Christmas
project: "Luminarias to guide the
Spirit of Christmas line the streets
where Billy the Kid once roamed and
the Lincoln County War was
fought."

.. ..

(continued from page I)

assets. The Historical Society board
voted at the December meeting to
accept and to establish a committee
on railroad history and preservation.
The interested members of NGRRA
are invited to join the Historical
Society to pursue their railroad
interests.

"WE. ST

ELE VA TI ON

Policarpio Romero House, 1964.Taos Adobes.

r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J

3G

~
~

i

~
~

i

~
~

i

~

~
~

Thi;;ISe;O\'t"r~~t §~~~~~

~

HISTORICAL SOCIETY Of NEW NEXICO

by

3l

NEW MEXICO
P.O. Box 5819

~

S a n t a Fe. New Mexico 8750 2
Loraine Lavender P resi den t
Albert H. Schroeder Vice-President
Jo hn P. Conron 2nd Vice-President
Michael F. Weber Secretary
Charles Bennett T reasurer
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Earl Kubicek
DIRECTORS
Mrs. J . Paul Taylor - Mesilla
Dr. Myra Ellen J enkins · Santa Fe
Bett y Woods · Albuquerque
E. A. Perkins - Albuquerque
Frank Andrews. III - Santa Fe
Dr. Paige W. Christiansen· Socorro
Jack Boyer · Taos
Gerald
· Albuquerque
ThomasTheisen
E. Chavez
· Santa Fe
J acquelyn Otero - Albuquerque
Dr. Spencer Wilson· Socorro
Timothy W. Cornish · Socorro
EDITOR
John P. Conron
The opinons expressed in signed articles are not necessarily
those of the Historical Society of
New Mexico. Mention of a product. service or professional in
these columns is not to be considered an endorsement of that
product. service or professional
by t?e Historical Society of New

~

HISTORICAL SOCIETY of NEW MEXICO
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
Membership due s & contributions are Tax Deductible
Name

_

Address
Zip

0

New Membership

0

Renewal

0-

0
0
0
0
0
0

Individual
Institutional

S

Contributing
Life

10.00
35.00
50.00
1,000 .00

~

6.00

~

Stud ent
I have enclosed an
additiona l cont ribut ion

~

Reduced Annual Subscripti on Privileges to Memb ers
Subscription to begin with Janu ary Issues.

0
0

New Mexico Historical Review
four issues per year
New Mexico Architecture
six issues per year

~

Society Members

$4.50

Society Members

$4.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ _
Annu al memb ership is fro m January 1st to Decembe
r 3M1st. '
f
Make all checks payable to the Histori cal Society 0 New exico .

_

~

~
~

POST OFFICE BOX 5819 _ SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87502

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

